.0F  SULPHUR AND PHOSPHORUS*

SECT. III.

OXIDES OF SULPHUR AND PHOSPHORUS.

^y E ought now to proceed to the consideration of the
oxides of sulphur and phosphorus, which constitute the
remainder of the pxide supporters ; but these bodies are
still too imperfectly known to admit of a separate dis-
cussion. The small number of facts which have been
ascertained were detailed in the first Book of this Work,
while the substances themselves, which constitute the
Bases of these oxides, were under examination*

III. OXIDE SUPPORTERS.
THE oxides whose bases are the simple incombusti-
bles cannot be formed by combustion, but make their
appearance in processes nearly the reverse of combus-
tion j and hence it happens that the oxygen which they
contain is still capable of supporting combustion. Che-
mists have given the name of oxide to those oxides only
whose base is azote ; the oxide of muriatic acid has
been considered as an acid. This will prevent us from
taking it into consideration in this Chapter; but a
sketch of some of its most important properties was
given when we were treating of its base.